
Palm Sunday — April 13th — Regular Sunday Mass Schedule 

Tuesday of Holy Week — April 15th 

Chrism Mass at 11:00 a.m., Cathedral of St. Joseph, Hartford 

Holy Thursday — April 17th  

No Daily Mass 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00 p.m. followed by Eucharistic Vigil 

Good Friday — April 18th 

No Daily Mass 

Ecumenical Service beginning at St. Mary Church at 12 Noon 

Solemn Commemoration of Our Lord’s Passion & Death at 3:00 p.m. 

No Stations of the Cross on Good Friday. 

Holy Saturday — April 19th  

No Daily Mass or 5PM Sunday Vigil 

Blessing of the Food 9:00 a.m. 

The Easter Vigil — Saturday, April 19th at 8:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday — The Resurrection of the Lord — April 20th  

Regular Sunday Mass Schedule:  7:00 a.m.  8:45 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  12:15 p.m. 

Lenten Regulations  

The Church gives us the following regulations for the Lenten season: 
 

 FASTING IS REQUIRED FOR THOSE 18-59 YEARS OF AGE ON 

ASH WEDNESDAY and GOOD FRIDAY. 
 

 ABSTINENCE FROM MEAT is required on ALL FRIDAYS DURING 

LENT for those 14 years of age and older. 
 

FASTING is defined as eating, during the day, only one full and two 
light meatless meals.  Eating between meals is not permitted, although 

liquids are allowed. 

Holy Week Schedule  

St. Mary Church 

Lenten Schedule 

2014 

“Return to God!” 



Daily Mass — Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m., Tuesday & Thursday 5:30 p.m., Saturday 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Mass Schedule  Sunday Vigil:  Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

    Sunday Morning:  7:00, 8:45, 10:30, 12:15 p.m. 

Lent 2014 

Stations of the Cross — The Stations of the Cross will be prayed on 
each Friday of Lent (excluding Good Friday) at 7:00 p.m. in the church. 
We are excited to add musical accompaniment this year to the praying of 
the Stations, done by a different musical group each week. The schedule 

for Fridays during Lent is as follows:  

The Knights of Columbus will host a Fish Fry on Friday, April 11th at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Parish Center. Please note this is the only Friday that will have a meal before 
the Stations are prayed at 7:00 p.m.  

March 7th: Youth Group Alumni         March 28th: Apostles of the Sacred Heart of Jesus/RCIA 

March 14th: St. Mary Singers/Spirit & Truth  April 4th: Living Stations — Children’s Choir & SMS  

March 21st: St. Mary Quartet         April 11th: Adult Choir/Knights of Columbus 

 

Every Church Every Monday! 

  

Lenten Confessions — Confessions will be heard EVERY Monday during Lent from 

6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary Church, and at all churches in the Archdiocese. 

Additionally, weekly confessions are heard on Saturdays 3:30-4:30 p.m. at St. Mary 

Church. Guides and resources to help prepare for the Sacrament of  Reconciliation are 

available in the vestibule of the church and in the Resource Center in the connector.   

For more information please visit www.Light4you.info.  

Opportunities for Almsgiving 

Ash Wednesday Collection for the Poor — A free-will offering on Ash Wednesday; baskets 

will be at the exits of the church.   

Easter Ham Collection — On Palm Sunday, April 13th, bring in hams to the Parish Center after 

Masses to benefit local families.  

Easter Baskets for Children in Need — Candy and small baskets will be collected for local 

families. Turn in these items by April 15th at the school, in the church or at the Parish Office. *Small 

toys and other items are already being supplied.  

CRS Rice Bowl — Pick up a container in the vestibule and return it after Easter. Visit orb.crs.org.  

Collection of Non-Perishable Food — Consider giving to the less fortunate of Branford 

through St. Mary’s ongoing 2nd Sunday monthly collection for Branford Food Pantry. Items may be 

left at the exits of the church during the weekends of March 8/9 and April 12/13.  

Opportunities to Deepen Your Faith 
 

“Sabbath” DVD Series — “Creating Sabbath Space in Our Lives” 

The “Sabbath” DVD and discussion program offers numerous possibilities for 
personal and spiritual enrichment. The 10-week series will be offered each 

Monday during Lent and the Easter season, beginning on March 10th, from 

7:00 to 8:15 p.m. in the Parish Center. All are welcome to attend! Facilitated by Sr. Carolyn 

Severino, ASCJ.  

 

Bible Studies & Prayer Groups 
 

Tuesday Evening Biblical Discussion Group — will begin on March 4th 

and continue for the next 10 Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. in Parish Center. We will 

be reading, studying, and discussing Paul’s letters from prison: Philippians, 

Colossians, and Ephesians. Paul lovingly encourages, corrects, and instructs, 

and these letters are still relevant to us today. All are welcome, please call 

Pat MacDonald at 203-469-3863 so that course materials may be ordered. 
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study — will begin on March 13th and continue for 7 Thursdays, 

9:00 a.m. in the Parish Center. This study is titled “Introduction to the Bible” and will be of 

interest to newcomers and experienced students alike. Participants will be comfortable finding 

their way around the Bible, developing a better understanding of its themes and writing styles, and 

gaining clear insights about Catholic use and interpretation of the Bible. All are welcome to 

attend, study and discuss our Bible. To register, please call Rita Castelot at 203-481-9884 so that 

materials may be ordered.  
 

Spirit & Truth Prayer Group — Spirit & Truth is a dynamic prayer group 

for all ages. We meet every other Tuesday night, 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the church. 

A perfect one-hour retreat with the Holy Spirit! Come praise our God with 

song and drum, listen to and meditate upon Scripture, and share thanksgivings 

and prayer intentions. All are welcome, please contact Emily at the Parish Office (203-488-1607) 

with any questions. The meetings during Lent are: March 11 & 25 and April 8.  

 
 

USCCB’s “Call to Prayer and Fasting” — The bishops of the United 

States have issued a year-round Call to Prayer and Fasting. Each Friday, 

we are invited to pray and fast for a specific intention supporting life, 

marriage, and religious liberty. To join this great movement, visit 

www.usccb.org/pray to sign up and watch a short video, or text “fast” or 

“AYUNA” to 99000. Texts or e-mail reminders will be sent to you each week, 

announcing the specific intention of the upcoming fast. Your prayers matter and your 

sacrifices make a difference!  

“Little Black Books” — You can use the “Little Black Book” as your companion for 

Lent.  Through only six minutes of quiet time every day for the next 50 days, walk through 

the book a page at a time and it pays big returns.  Books are available at exits of the Church.  

(“Little Purple Books for Children” will be distributed to students in the Faith Formation 

program.) 


